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INTRODUCTION

Prepared as a resource for Hillwood's garden docents, this guide features plants that are im-
portant to Hillwood's gardens and lie along the tour routes. It includes both historic plants dating to
Marjorie Merriweather Post’s tenure and those added during renovations since the museum opened
to the public.

Marjorie Post purchased Hillwood in 1955 and made continuing improvements to the gar-
dens until her death in 1973. The gardens continue to be maintained in prime condition by horticul-
ture staff and volunteers. Occasionally plants need to be replaced because of age, disease, or other
conditions, but the replacements are always made in the spirit of Post’s original selections. A major
restoration of the gardens took place in the late 1990s, when the mansion was closed for renovation.
The gardens were most recently updated through a 5-year plan (2013-2017) with the help of the
landscape architecture firm of RAS: Robinson Anderson Summers.

Using the Guide

The guide is organized into eight garden rooms. Each of these sections has a map, a table of
contents, and individual plant pages. The numbers on the map reference the location of the plants
listed in the table of contents. The plant pages, themselves, include the following:

e The common name of the plant

e The botanical name, genus and species, in italics— may also include the name of the cultivar
in single quotation marks

e The family to which the plant belongs (always ending in —aceae)
e Location: information about the specific location of a plant at Hillwood
o Characteristics: includes important botanical features that help identify the plant

e Relevance: the history of that particular plant, i.e. whether it is an original plant from Post’s
tenure, a replacement, or one planted at another time

o Interesting Details: a wide array of information that may touch upon the plant’s naming,
discovery, or related plants

e Photos with captions showing the plant at Hillwood and its prominent features
Extras

There are three sections following the garden rooms. One is a glossary of common horticultur-
al terms used in the guide. The second is a list of sources for further reading. Lastly is the index, listed
by common name.

Sources and Credits

The historical information about Hillwood's plantings comes from horticulturist Bill Johnson, who
was a staff member from 1983 to 2016 and gathered information from other gardeners and staff em-
ployed during Post’s tenure. All photos are owned by Hillwood. The text is a combination of previous
versions by special-projects volunteer Betty Cochran and additional text from Head Gardener Jessica
Bonilla. Much of the information on general plant characteristics is drawn from Michael A. Dirr’s highly
detailed Manual of Woody Landscape Plants (fifth edition, Stipes Publishing, 1998). All information is
adapted to Hillwood.



Puttmg Green NS R Four Seasons

'\‘\, g Overlook Y
__25FFS Friendship )
i ‘\~ ZRn. Walk )/
/f
' ~_—'t\._ Rose P
‘French ))' Garden Sl 3
N Parterre }\ g \V/

X
Ve +{
” 5 e e
\ L“::_/./v s w’l \\\\

Cutting Garden 'x".,.

Garden Rooms & More

Click on a name to see a particular section!

Motor Court

French Parterre

Rose Garden

Friendship Walk & Four Seasons Overlook

Putting Green

Japanese-style Garden

Lunar Lawn

Cutting Garden

9. Glossary
10. Sources for Further Reading

® N O Ok DN~

11. Common Name Index




MOTOR COURT

L =
N
Mansion
@ Entrance Drive (LowWe Drive)
10
1
12 [6]
4
%
.I -~
%‘" upper O™

Visitor Center

Back to Garden Sections




Table of Contents

Click on a name for a particular plant or scroll through
and see them all!

Dawn redwood

. Colorado blue spruce

. Variegated English holly

. Formosa firethorn

. Kurume azalea

. Purple-leafed plum

Golden boxwood

© N O A WN -

. Chinese juniper

9. Eastern red cedar

10.Flowering dogwood

11.Deodar cedar

12.Boston ivy




1. Dawn redwood

Metasequoia glyptostroboides
Cupressaceae (Taxodiaceae)

Location: With your back to the mansion, itis the very tall, conical tree on the outside of the eastern
motor court wall. There are two others in the bed between the mansion and the visitor center.

Characteristics: A very fast-growing conifer with a beautiful pyramidal form that can reach 100’ in
height. It has bright-green, needle-like leaves that turn brown in the fall and then drop. It is one of about
twenty deciduous conifers in the world. Long, airy, hanging clusters of male flowers are especially no-
ticeable after the needles have dropped. The trunk is fluted and the bark is fissured and exfoliates in long
strips.

Relevance: Planted in 1960, five years after Marjorie Merriweather Post purchased Hillwood, when they
were only 5 tall.

Interesting Details: The species is 100 million years old. It was thought to be extinct until it was redis-
covered in China and introduced to other countries in the 1940s. It is related to the giant sequoias and
coastal redwoods.

Summer

Continued Next Page
Page 3 Motor Court



Dawn redwood continued

Detail of cone

Leaf detail
Autumn color

Bark and trunk detail

Winter with terminal male flowers

Back to Table of Contents
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2. Colorado blue spruce

Picea pungens ‘Glauca’

Pinaceae

Location: The tall, conical, evergreen tree outside the eastern motor court wall, at the side of the exit
drive. It has a match across from it on the western side of the drive. There are also two in the western
Lunar Lawn bed.

Characteristics: A conifer valued for the bluish cast of its needles and its formal pyramidal shape.
Dense, prickly, stiff needles are arranged all the way around the stiff branches; branches extend to the
ground. Other specimens on the estate have slightly different gray-green or bluish-green colorations;
this pair is especially striking.

Relevance: Planted during Post’s renovation of the gardens soon after she bought Hillwood in 1955.
Replaced around 1990 after they lost their lower branches due to age.

Interesting Details: Native tree.

Top of the Japanese-style garden Motor court eastern wall

Near the mansion, seen from motor court Detail of the needles

Back to Table of Contents
Page 5 Motor Court




3. Variegated English holly

llex aquifolium ‘Aureomarginata’

Aquifoliaceae

Location: Roughly 5’ tall, this broad leaf evergreen shrub sits outside the eastern motor court wall,
about five feet in from the exit drive. It has a match flanking the western side of the drive and there are

several more in and around the Lunar Lawn.

Characteristics: The spiny-margined leaves of this cultivar have a striking yellow border. Occasionally,
small white fragrant flowers in May develop into red berries (technically called drupes).

Relevance: Post’s original hollies were replaced during the garden restoration of the late 1990s. These
two hollies are pruned into a domed shape, reflecting the motor court’s formal landscape design.

Interesting Details: In the cultivar name, Aureomarginata, “Aureo” means gold and “marginata”
means margin.

Outside the motor court wall Near the putting green

Winter leaf and fruit detail Summer leaf and fruit detail

Back to Table of Contents
Page 6 Motor Court




4. Formosa firethorn

Pyracantha koidzumii ‘Formosa’
Rosaceae
Location: A semi-evergreen shrub trained on the pillar of the eastern motor court wall at the exit

drive. There are others at both the entrance and exit drive pillars, on the pillars along Linnean Avenue
and espaliered on the mansion at the porte-cochere and pavilion.

Characteristics: An upright-growing shrub with stiff-looking branches, lustrous, dark-green leaves
and thorns. White flowers in May give way in October to brilliant masses of small red-orange fruits that
persist into winter or until the birds eat them all.

Relevance: From Post’s tenure. Pruned regularly to maintain the intent of the design.

Interesting Details: Some people have allergic reactions to the thorns, hence the common name
firethorn.

Spring flowers Red orange fruit in autumn

Leaf and thorn detail Detail of fruit

Back to Table of Contents
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5. Kurume azaleas

Rhododendron ‘Hinodegiri’
Ericaceae

Location: The second semi-evergreen shrub in from the exit drive along the inside of the western
wall. From this point, ‘"Hinodegiri’ alternates with the white flowered “Snow” (also a Kurume hybrid).
There are other ‘Hinodegiri’ scattered throughout Hillwood, including notable plants in the Lunar
Lawn beds and French parterre.

Characteristics: This cultivar grows to roughly 4" and has small leaves that take on a reddish tinge es-
pecially in winter. Small, funnel-shaped flowers are single and a vivid red. One of the earliest azaleas
to flower at Hillwood, profuse blooms cover the entire plant.

Relevance: From Post’s tenure.

Interesting Details: Kurume is a group of azaleas hybridized by Motozo Sakamoto in the early 1800s in
the town of Kurume on Kyushu island in Japan. At this point, until more genetic testing occurs by the
nursery industry, parentage remains uncertain, hence the lack of a species name. Kurume azaleas were
very popular when Post began her Hillwood garden- and several are still sold today.

‘Hinodegiri’ (red) alternating with ‘Snow’ (white) along the western Detail of flowers
motor court wall
‘Hinodegiri’ in the western Lunar Lawn bed ‘Hinodegiri’ in the French parterre

Back to Table of Contents
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6. Purple-leafed plum

Prunus cerasifera "Hollywood’
Rosaceae

Location: A large tree with purplish leaves located behind the western wall of the motor court. Others
are located along the lower drive.

Characteristics: A deciduous tree with leaves that are dark-green above and reddish-purple below. Fra-
grant light-pink flowers, turning to white, appear before the leaves. Two-inch reddish fruits follow in the
summer.

Relevance: From Post’s tenure. One of the earliest trees to flower at Hillwood, usually in early March.

Interesting Details: The ‘Hollywood’ cultivar, which is no longer available in the nursery trade, is much
longer-lived than the purple-leafed cultivars typically found today. This is due to the upper side of the
leaf being green, which allows for more efficient photosynthesis to occur, whereas newer cultivars are
purple-leafed on the top and bottom.

Summer foliage still shows purple Flowers in March

Leaves in summer—upper side is green Detail of fruit and leaf

Back to Table of Contents
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7. Golden boxwood

Buxus sempervirens ‘Aureo-variegata’

Buxaceae

Location: Shrubs forming four low V-shaped hedges in the circular bed in the center of the court.

Characteristics: A dense shrub with small evergreen leaves with yellow variegation mainly on the new
growth. Often confused with holly, boxwood leaves are opposite each other on the stem whereas holly
leaves are in an alternate pattern.

Relevance: Propagated from plants at Post’s estate on Long Island (also named Hillwood). The box-
wood is pruned frequently to maintain the motor court’s formal design.

Interesting Details: It is called boxwood because younger stems take on a square shape in cross sec-
tion.

Location near Eros: V-shape echoes the shape of Eros’ arrows Summer view with annuals

Yellow variegation on new spring-time growth Leaf detail

Back to Table of Contents
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8. Chinese juniper

Juniperus chinensis ‘Blue Point’
Cupressaceae

Location: The sheared, dome-shaped evergreen shrub in front of the double columns on the west side
of the porte-cochere. It has a match on the east side.

Characteristics: A dense, branching, evergreen conifer with a tear-shaped outline that can grow to
roughly 12’ tall. Its blue-green needles are quite prickly on juvenile foliage, but change and become
softer with maturity. Fleshy bluish cones (berries) appear in early summer.

Relevance: The junipers originally here during Post’s time were replaced in the late-1990s garden
restoration. Sheared to maintain the size and formal shape desired for this location.

Interesting Details: Juniper berries are what give gin its distinct flavor.

Juniper at motor court Juniperus chinensis ‘Blue Point’ by west and east columns

Detail of juniper berries Detail of soft, adult foliage and juvenile,
prickly needles

Back to Table of Contents
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9. Eastern red cedar

Juniperus virginiana
Cupressaceae
Location: Sheared dome-shaped conifer along the western side of the mansion. Other red cedars, usu-

ally much taller and not always sheared, are located throughout the gardens, notably at the French par-
terre, Four Seasons Overlook and along the lower drive.

Characteristics: A dense, pyramidal, evergreen conifer that can easily reach 50 feet tall. It has short
blue-green, overlapping needles and beautiful reddish brown bark that exfoliates in long strips.

Relevance: From Post’s tenure. Sheared to maintain its size and formal shape.

Interesting Details: It is a juniper, not a cedar, despite its common name, eastern red cedar. The wood
is often used to make cedar chests. It is also a mid-Atlantic native.

After shearing for tight shape Before summer pruning outside the French parterre

Detail of needles and male flowers Detail ofjuvenile foliage at the ends of the
branches and adult foliage deeper in the plant

Back to Table of Contents
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10. Flowering dogwood

Cornus florida
Cornaceae

Location: Several small trees on the inside of the motor court along the western wall. There are other
dogwoods along the eastern wall and scattered throughout the property.

Characteristics: A small deciduous tree appreciated for many qualities, including its showy white or
pink four-petaled flowers in April or May. (The flowers are actually bracts, a type of leaf). It displays small
glossy red fruit and reddish-purple foliage in the fall. Also notable are its alligator-like bark and the hori-

zontal, layered lines of its branches.

Relevance: Most are replacements of Post’s original trees.

Interesting Details: A US native tree.

Tree on east side of motor court . . . .
Pink and white dogwoods in flower in motor court

Fall color Pink dogwood flower Detail of fruit in summer Fruit when ripe

Back to Table of Contents
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11. Deodar cedar

Cedrus deodara
Pinaceae

Location: The large evergreen tree outside the eastern wall of the motor court close to the mansion .

Characteristics: A large, evergreen conifer, about 60 feet tall with gracefully drooping lower branches.
Deodar cedars have a softer look than many other conifers because their grayish-green needles grow
mainly in spirals or whorls around the shoots, with 15 to 20 needles in each cluster. It also produces
large celadon-colored cones that sit atop the branches like greenish ceramic eggs that then turn brown.

Relevance: Planted during Post’s tenure.

Interesting Details: It is native to the western Himalayas from Afghanistan to western Nepal.

Detail of needles and cone

Cedrus deodara near the motor court

The cones do not fall off—the scales of the cone

. It takes 2 years for the cones to mature
disperse

Back to Table of Contents
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12. Boston ivy

Parthenocissus tricuspidata
Vitaceae

Location: Vine on the inside on the eastern wall enclosing the motor court. There is more on the outside
of the wall and on the western side close to the mansion.

Characteristics: A fast growing, deciduous vine with lustrous green, three-lobed leaves. Produces small
bluish black berries and can have excellent red and purple fall color.

Relevance: The ivy on the outside of the wall is from Post’s tenure. The ivy on the inside may have been
added or was allowed tofill in later.

Interesting Details: It is the plant from which the term ‘lvy League’ is derived due to its use at many
prestigious universities. It is not really an “ivy” (the genus Hedera) but is closely related to our native
Virginia creeper (Parthenocissus quinquefolia).

Fruit detail Fall color

Leafless in winter Summer foliage

Back to Table of Contents
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1. English ivy

Hedera helix

Araliaceae

Location: Evergreen vines trained on a tall metal framework that encloses the entire French parterre gar-

den and forms the backdrop for the swan fountain. English ivy is also used as a groundcover elsewhere,
for example in the motor court circular central bed and by the breakfast room fountain.

Characteristics: A fast growing, evergreen vine that develops dark green juvenile foliage with 3-5
lobes. Adult foliage typically lacks these lobes and is a lighter shade of green. English ivy attaches
itself to structures by secreting a glue-like substance from aerial roots along its stem.

Relevance: From Marjorie Merriweather Post’s tenure.

Interesting Details: English ivy will develop adult foliage and flower only after it has grown vertical-
ly on a structure. Mature leaves usually have less lobes and are visible surrounding the lamps above
the swan fountain. Continual pruning of the ivy controls flower and seed production that would oth-
erwise contribute to the invasiveness of this plant in our community.

Mature foliage around swan fountain

Doorway to the parterre from the patio outside the pavilion

Near the breakfast room Dark green, juvenile leaves with light green
new growth
Back to Table of Contents
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2. Southern magnolia

Magnolia grandiflora
Magnoliaceae

Location: Large-leafed evergreen plant espaliered on the mansion wall on the left side of the raised
terrace. Two other espaliers of southern magnolia are on the front of the mansion and on the pavilion
wall. There are also full-sized southern magnolias trees growing elsewhere at Hillwood, including
three near the dacha.

Characteristics: Typically a large evergreen tree reaching 80’ tall. It has large, leathery, lustrous dark-
green leaves with a rust-colored pubescent (softly hairy) underside. They are notable for their large,
creamy-white, fragrant flowers in June and July.

Relevance: ltis a replacement of a magnolia from Post’s tenure.

Interesting Details: Espalier is an unusual treatment of this broad-leafed evergreen tree. Pruning is
done by staff to maintain form and leaf density. A southern magnolia espalier is grown to showcase its
foliage, not its flowers, since the aggressive pruning required does not allow for flower production. ltis
native to the southern United States.

Espaliered on the mansion wall in the French parterre Full sized tree near the dacha

Flower detail near the Visitor Center Detail of leaves and fruit

Back to Table of Contents
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3. Morris Dwarf and Golden Dream boxwood

Buxus microphylla var. japonica ‘Morris Dwarf’
Buxus microphylla ‘Golden Dream’

Buxaceae

Location: Plants forming a low flowing design in all four quadrants of the French parterre. ‘Golden
Dream’ constitutes the taller rectangle in the design.

Characteristics: Dense, low-growing, evergreen shrubs that grow slowly but require pruning to retain
their shape. The small leaves of ‘Morris Dwarf’ have a deep green color whereas ‘Golden Dream’ is
edged in yellow. Both hold their color until winter where the foliage takes on a bronze cast. As temper-
atures warm, they change again to their lustrous green appearance.

Relevance: These plants have been replaced multiple times with the most recent planting in 2013.
Through various change outs, the original form has been scrupulously retained.

Interesting Details: The wood of boxwood is very dense and does not expand and contract much
with moisture. For that reason, it has been used to make all types of measuring devices and musical
instruments and as a medium for sculpture.

Northeast quadrant in early spring; note the taller section

of ‘Golden Dream’
‘Morris Dwarf’

Pruning style before plant renovation in New plants still growing in 2016- Foliage detail for ‘Golden Dream’
2013- southeast quadrant southeast quadrant
Back to Table of Contents
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4. Variegated Japanese euonymus

Euonymus japonicus ‘Silver Queen’
Celastraceae

Location: The low hedge behind the statue of Diana. There are also Japanese euonymous in the Japa-
nese-style garden that have reverted to all green.

Characteristics: An upright, evergreen shrub with leathery leaves that have green centers with cream-
white variegation on the margins (edges). Japanese euonymus can grow 6’ tall when left unpruned and
can adapt to both full sun and heavy shade habitats.

Relevance: A 2015 replacement of the original from Post’s tenure.

Interesting Details: It is widely used in Europe, especially in coastal areas, due to its tolerance of salt
spray.

New plants will be trained as a hedge Leaf detail

Detail of fruit on an all green plant in Japanese-

style garden
Back to Table of Contents
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5. Japanese maple

Acer palmatum
Aceraceae

Location: A medium-sized tree viewed north of the statue of Diana planted outside the ivy wall. There is
another located outside the wall just south of Diana. There are also other Japanese maples planted else-
where, for example, in the Japanese-style garden.

Characteristics: A deciduous tree with deeply lobed leaves that start as reddish in the spring, turn
green, and develop brilliant color in the fall. Small, reddish, spring flowers become double-winged
samaras (seed pods). Handsome grey bark on older trees is also of note.

Relevance: The tree north of Diana has multiple trunks (atypical) and one of these trunks is actually a
separate plant, hence the different orange fall color. This tree is from Post's tenure.

Interesting Details: This species has a large number of cultivars typically divided into dissected varie-
ties and non-dissected (dissected meaning deeply cut leaves). The trees in the French parterre are non-
dissected; they typically grow larger and the leaves have fewer lobes. The Japanese maple in the Japa-
nese-style garden, located on the north east shore of the bottom pool, is a dissected variety. It stays
small and has deeply cut leaves with many lobes.

Summer view shows the maple north of Diana has green Fall foliage color
foliage. Another maple to the south has red.

Leaf detail: non-dissected at Detail of multiple trunks
French parterre Continued Next Page
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Japanese maple continued

Full-sized maple in Japanese-style garden showing red summer foliage

The dissected variety in the Japanese-style garden in summer

Fall color

Mature double-winged
samaras

Young double-winged samaras

Leaf detail; note dissected in Japanese-
style garden

Back to Table of Contents
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1. Floribunda roses

Rosa cultivars include; ‘Apricot Nectar,” ‘Europeana,”’ ‘Irish Beauty,” ‘All Gold,” ‘City of Leeds,” ‘Gene
Boerner,’'Margaret Merril,” ‘Sarabande,’ ‘Gruss an Aachen’ and ‘Saratoga’

Rosaceae

Location: Located throughout the 12 beds in the rose garden.

Characteristics: A deciduous shrub with lustrous green, compound leaves (several leaflets), multiple
canes, and thorns. Flowers are large and come in a wide variety of colors with multiple flowers per stem.

Blooms in the spring and then sporadically until frost.

Relevance: The original floribundas from Marjorie Merriweather Post’s tenure declined with age
and were removed. We do not know which cultivars Post had but the current plants were all availa-
ble in the trade in the 1960s, except for ‘Margaret Merril’ which was introduced in 1977, the year
Hillwood opened to the public. Each of the 12 beds has plants of a single cultivar, which replicates

the original vision of the garden.

Interesting Details: Floribunda roses are the result of crossing hybrid tea roses with polyantha
roses. Hybrid teas provide the large flowers and variety of colors while the multiple flower heads

come from the polyanthas.

Roses cut back and fertilized in
spring

Peak bloom in May

Multiple flower head of
‘Europeana’

Back to Table of Contents
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2. Climbing and rambling roses

Rosa cultivars include; ‘American Pillar,” ‘New Dawn,’ ‘Blaze,’ ‘Ena Harkness’ and ‘Mermaid’

Rosaceae

Location: Large shrubs growing over the south-facing side of the pergola, in the adjacent rose beds.

Characteristics: Deciduous shrubs with lustrous green compound leaves (several leaflets) and long
canes with thorns that don’t really climb but are trained by being secured to supports. Flowers come in a
wide variety of colors and bloom in the spring with sporadic flowering until frost.

Relevance: Part of the design from Post’s tenure. The one ‘American Pillar’, at the eastern end of the
pergola, is thought to be an original from Post’s tenure. All others are replacements but all were availa-
ble in the trade in the 1960s.

Interesting Details: ‘American Pillar’ is a rambling rose whereas the others are designated as climbers.
Rambling roses typically bloom only once and grow much faster and larger than climbers.

View of the east side of the arbor View of the west side of arbor

Detail of ‘American Pillar’ rose Base or crown of the plant

Back to Table of Contents
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Floribunda roses (in beds)

. AllGold

Apricot Nectar
Europeana
Irish Beauty

Saratoga

City of Leeds
Gene Boerner

Margaret Merril
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Sarabande

10. Gruss an Aachen

Climbing and rambling roses
(on pergola)

11. American Pillar
12. Mermaid

13. Ena Harkness
14. Blaze

15. New Dawn
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3. American or common boxwood

Buxus sempervirens
Buxaceae

Location: Evergreen hedge behind the roses on the east and west side of the top step that leads to the
putting green.

Characteristics: Large evergreen shrub that can grow to 20" when not treated as a hedge. The leaves
are lustrous dark green on top, light green below and tend to be elliptical in shape. Leaves can turn a
purple or bronze hue in winter.

Relevance: The hedges are made up of plants transplanted from two rows originally located down the
middle of the Lunar Lawn. The plants were moved from the Lunar Lawn to the rose garden under Post’s
direction.

Interesting Details: It is known as American boxwood only here in the US. It was brought with and
planted by early European settlers to America. It is not native to the US. Buxus sempervirens is native
to Eurasia and Africa.

Bottom center is last years seed capsule,
above middle are the new flower buds

View of the hedge showing both sections
Detail of opposite leaves

Back to Table of Contents
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4. Japanese wisteria

Wisteria floribunda
Fabaceae

Location: The large, white-flowered, twining vine on the east end of the pergola. Plantings of purple
Japanese wisteria are located along the upper drive and also trained over the breakfast room window.

Characteristics: A deciduous vine with bright-green, compound leaves, generally with 13 to 19
leaflets each. In early spring, long white pendulous flower clusters open from the bottom of the cluster
to the top. The flowers are highly fragrant. Twisted trunks can become several inches thick. Long, pea-
like pods develop in the fall, staying into the winter.

Relevance: From Post’s tenure.

Interesting Details: Wisteria can be invasive but is pruned frequently at Hillwood to reduce seedlings
and keep it in check.

Detail of trunk near pergola

Flower buds Seed pod White wisteria in full bloom on pergola

Purple wisteria near breakfast room Purple wisteria on upper drive
Back to Table of Contents
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5. Japanese pieris

Pieris japonica

Ericaceae

Location: The evergreen shrub at the southern top of the iron-balustraded steps leading into the rose

garden from the french parterre. Many other Japanese pieris are located at Hillwood, including in the
Lunar Lawn beds and along the lower drive, often in partly shaded areas.

Characteristics: Growing up to 12’, depending on the cultivar, this broadleaf, evergreen shrub has nar-
row leaves that emerge bronzy-green or reddish and change to a lustrous dark green. Long clusters of
tiny, urn-shaped flowers appear in March. Clusters of tiny seed capsules persist into the winter.

Relevance: From Post’s tenure.

Interesting Details: Another common name for Pieris japonicais Lily of the Valley Bush due to similari-
ties in flower shape and poisonous leaves. The two are not closely related.

Seed capsules

Japanese pieris at rose garden stairs Detail of bark and leaves

Leaf and flower Pink flowering cultivar
Back to Table of Contents
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6. Common lilac

Syringa vulgaris
Oleaceae

Location: A tall, deciduous shrub on the eastern side of the path closest to the center of the pergola.
There are others in the Lunar Lawn beds and along the upper and lower drives.

Characteristics: A tall, upright, leggy shrub with bluish-green leaves. Extremely fragrant clusters of
blue-violet flowers open at the end of the shoots in April.

Relevance: From Post’s tenure.

Interesting Details: Washington, DC is at the southern end of this plants’ heat tolerance and plants
often suffer in this area. Lilacs are typically rejuvenated by pruning out older stems and letting new
growth develop from the base of the plant.

Bud and leaf detail

Path leading from center of rose pergola

New growth coming from base of
plant

Back to Table of Contents
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7. Fuzzy deutzia

Deutzia scabra
Hydrangeaceae

Location: A tall, deciduous shrub in the middle of the bed on the eastern side of the path closest to the
center of the pergola.

Characteristics: A deciduous shrub growing to roughly 10" with arching branches and brown peeling
bark. The leaves are a dull green with hairs on both sides, giving it a sandpaper-like feel. Pure white or
pink-tinged flowers emerge in 6" panicles in June.

Relevance: From Post’s tenure.

Interesting Details: Considered an old fashioned shrub and difficult to find in the trade, Deutziascabra
has fallen out of favor due to its size and often coarse appearance. Even so, it is a reliable bloomer year
after year and brightens up any shrub border when in flower.

Leaf and flower detail

Bark and trunk
Seed capsule
Early spring view with emerging leaves
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8. Swamp white oak

Quercus bicolor
Fagaceae

Location: Starting at the first path east of the Friendship Walk entrance, it is the large deciduous tree
towards the center of the bed on the east side of the walk.

Characteristics: A large shade tree growing to over 60’ with leaves reaching 7” long that are dark-
green above and grayish-green beneath. Inconspicuous, pendulous flower clusters develop acorns with
caps that cover three-quarters of the nut.

Relevance: Added to the garden in the 2014 renovation of the bed.

Interesting Details: Native to Northeastern North America.

Detail of bark

Spring view from under the rose garden pergola

View of location near rose pergola
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9. Daphniphyllum
Daphniphyllum macropodum

Daphniphyllaceae

Location: Starting at the first path east of the Friendship Walk entrance, it is the evergreen shrub toward
the northwest side of the bed on the east side of the walk.

Characteristics: A broadleaf, evergreen shrub that can reach 15-25’ and can take on a haystack shape.
The closely developed, lustrous dark-green leaves at the ends of the shoots create a pseudo-whorl
effect. The flowers are inconspicuous but develop into small, bluish black drupes.

Relevance: Added to the garden in the 2014 renovation of the bed.

Interesting Details: Daphniphyllum macropodum is often used to replace the textural effect of rhodo-
dendron in the South where rhododendrons suffer due to heat stress.

Whorled effect of leaves

Viewed from the path to the Four Seasons Overlook toward the
rose garden
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10. Fragrant Viburnum

Viburnum X carlcephalum 'Cayuga’

Adoxaceae

Location: Standing under the rose pergola, facing away from the bed of Gene Boerner roses, the
fragrant viburnum is the tall deciduous shrub framed between the two pergola pillars.

Characteristics: A deciduous, multi-stemmed shrub growing up to 10" with a rounded form. Pink flower
buds open to fragrant, white blooms forming compact, round flower heads in April and May. The fruit is
a drupe and matures from red to black and is seldom noteworthy.

Relevance: Added to the garden in the 2014 renovation of the bed.

Interesting Details: ‘Cayuga’ is known for its compact habit, abundance of flowers and dark green
foliage.

Flowers beginning to open

Viewed from under the pergola with your back to the ‘Gene Boerner’ rose bed

Flower detail

Leaf detail Back to Table of Contents
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11. Foam flower

Tiarella cordifolia ‘Brandywine'

Saxifragaceae

Location: Starting at the path just east of the Friendship Walk entrance, it is the patch of perennials
along the edge of the bed adjacent to the back of the rose pergola

Characteristics: Small, shade tolerant perennial that spreads by stolons (runners) to form masses of foli-
age. Small white flowers develop on leafless stems to about 10” tall late April to May. Foliage has 3 to 5
lobes, is semi-glossy and often evergreen depending on the severity of the winter.

Relevance: Added to the garden in the 2014 renovation of the bed.

Interesting Details: The common name, Foamflower, comes from the foamy appearance of its flowers
caused by extremely long stamens (male reproductive organs) protruding from each flower

Spring view from garden path

Flower detail Leaf detail
Back to Table of Contents
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1. Boxwood

TBD

Buxaceae

Location: The hedge of Buxus sempervirens ‘Suffruticosa’ was removed due to boxwood blight. A re-
placement boxwood hedge is scheduled to be replanted in the fall of 2022. More information will be

posted when available.

View of Friendship Walk with boxwood on each side
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2. Split-petal azalea

Rhododendron x ‘Koromo Shikibu’
Ericaceae

Location: The semi-evergreen shrub, set behind the hedge of boxwood, on the southeast corner of the
path where the Friendship Walk meets the Four Seasons Overlook. There are more scattered throughout
Hillwood, especially along the paths to the vista and rose garden.

Characteristics: A large azalea growing 4-5’ tall. Long-lasting flowers have narrow, strap-like petals
(hence the common name split-petal) in a pinkish-purple with darker tips. The leaves are also narrow,
with a reddish cast in winter. Blooms in April.

Relevance: From Post’s tenure.

Interesting Details: This azalea is particularly striking when in flower and is often inquired about by visi-
tors. The flower is sometimes described as “spider-like.” Typically not available in local garden centers,
it can be purchased online.

The light pink azalea on the left, looking toward the overlook A plant in full bloom

Detail of fl i foli
etail of flower in bud and foliage Back to Table of Contents
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3. Common crapemyrtle

Lagerstroemia indica

Lythraceae

Location: Medium-sized, multiple-trunked deciduous tree on the northwest side of the overlook.

Characteristics: A vase-shaped tree with multiple trunks. Watermelon-colored clusters of flowers ap-
pear in summer and may last several weeks. Fall foliage can be nice in yellows, oranges, and reds. Clus-
ters of half-inch seed capsules persist through winter. The smooth, light-colored bark exfoliates to show
underlayers of olive-green, gray, and brown. Attractive in all seasons.

Relevance: From Post’s tenure.

Interesting Details: The U.S. National Arboretum in Washington, DC is known for their work with
crapemyrtles and has released nearly thirty named cultivars to the landscaping trade.

Plant in full bloom

Winter view showing location

Showing the fall leaf color

Detail of flower and leaf There are other cultivars at

Hillwood Back to Table of Contents
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4. Star magnolia

Magnolia stellata
Magnoliaceae

Location: A spreading, multiple-trunked deciduous tree on the northwest side of the overlook behind
the crapemyrtle and close to a stone retaining wall. There are more throughout this area.

Characteristics: Small multi-trunked tree with smooth gray bark. Large white flowers with 12 to 18 nar-
row petals bloom in April, before the leaves emerge. (Late frosts can damage the flowers.) In the fall,
leaves turn yellow or bronzy-yellow, and twisted brown seed pods can be seen.

Relevance: From Post’s tenure.

Interesting Details: Magnolia stellata can be considered either a large shrub or small tree. It is best
used as a single specimen or in a large grouping like at the Four Seasons Overlook.

Emerging flower buds

Small tree in the center of the photo with emerging, light green
leaves behind the ivy and shrubs of the overlook

Detail of bark

In bloom as viewed from the woodland trail
Back to Table of Contents
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5. Red buckeye

Aesculus pavia
Hippocastanaceae

Location: A small, deciduous tree along the northwestern path leading away from the Four Seasons
Overlook in the western bed by the stone retaining wall.

Characteristics: A 10-30’ tall tree with shiny dark-green leaves in palm-like clusters of five to seven
leaflets each. Clusters of dark-red flowers bloom in April, lasting into May. Round, brownish capsules
hold seeds, called buckeyes, that ripen in the fall.

Relevance: From Post’s tenure.

Interesting Details: Aesculus pavia is a nice tree for partial sun. It can flower even in dense shade but
the form will become a little more open.

Flowers fully open

Tree in the center of the photo as viewed from the path to the
overlook Detail of bark
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6. Common witch hazel

Hamamelis virginiana
Hamamelidaceae

Location: A small, multi-trunked, deciduous tree on the southeast side of the overlook.

Characteristics: A multiple-trunked tree with somewhat crooked, spreading branches. In the fall, as the
medium-green leaves turn a beautiful yellow, fragrant yellow flowers appear. The flowers, with strap-
like, crumpled petals, are partly hidden by the leaves, but their fragrance gives them away.

Relevance: From Post’s tenure.

Interesting Details: Native to eastern North America, this species is the source of witch hazel extract
which is made by boiling the bark.

Yellow flowering trees in the background at the overlook

Detail of fall-blooming flowers

Leaves and fruit
Back to Table of Contents
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1. Creeping bentgrass

Agrostis stolonifera

Poaceae

Location: Bentgrass is the grass that composes the actual surface of the putting green. The taller grass
around the edge of the putting green, called the rough, is comprised of tall fescue.

Characteristics: A cool-season grass that is used primarily for golf greens. It is low-growing with a shal-

low root system and spreads by stolons (creeping, above ground, horizontal stems) to form a mat. It is
bright green and fine textured due to its narrow leaves.

Relevance: Reintroduced during the 2000 restoration of the putting green.

Interesting Details: Agrostis is a large genus with over 211 species: but only about four are used for
turfgrass in the United States. Of these four species, creeping bentgrass is the most commonly used on
southern golf greens. Creeping bentgrass was introduced into the United States from Europe during the
colonial period. Poor air movement allows diseases to flourish in turf grass. To remedy this situation and
keep the grass healthy, a fan was installed to improve air flow.

Detail showing the narrow leaf Detail of the tall fescue border

View of the rough of tall fescue and the green of bentgrass; note the fan in the background
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2. Glossy abelia
Abelia x grandiflora

Caprifoliaceae

Location: Large, semi-evergreen shrub behind the low hedge on the northwest side of the putting
green. There are also various abelias planted along the walks to the Four Seasons Overlook.

Characteristics: Semi-evergreen shrub with small leaves and multiple arching branches. Small funnel-
shaped, fragrant flowers at the end of the branches open pinkish in early summer; their outer layers (the
sepals) turn a rosy-purple in late summer and persist as a colorful feature for many months. Leaves that
don’t drop are a bronzy color in winter.

Relevance: From Marjorie Merriweather Post’s tenure.

Interesting Details: A very versatile plant for sun or shade. The genus, Abelia. was named to honor
Dr. Clarke Abel, an English physician and author on China who had collected specimens in the 1800s.
These specimens became a parent to the Abeliax grandiflorahybrid.

Flower detail showing the rosy sepals

View from the main walk toward the south patio

Detail of leaf and sepals Another location near the rose garden
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3. Sawara falsecypress

Chamaecypairis pisifera
Cupressaceae
Location: Tall evergreen tree at the northwestern corner of the putting green

Characteristics: A tall evergreen tree growing to over 70’ tall. Leaves are scale-like needles
bunched tightly together on a horizontal plane. Small cones are produced amongst its needles often
1/4" diameter or smaller. Handsome reddish brown bark is rather smooth but exfoliates in long thin

strips.
Relevance: From Post’s tenure.

Interesting Details: It is hard to identify Chamaecyparis pisiferafrom foliage alone. This species con-
tains four distinct foliage classes: Normal (putting green specimen); Filifera— cord-like; Plumosa— similar
to Normal but more fern-like with foliage angled 45 degrees from stem; and Squarrosa—- compact nee-
dles that are very soft and billowy, typically blue in color.

Trunk viewed along path from friendship walk to putting green

Viewed from the rose garden

Bark detail

Leaf detail View of trunk from main walk
Back to Table of Contents
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4. Japanese holly

llex crenata ‘Howard’
Aquifoliaceae

Location: The low, evergreen hedge that encloses the putting green on the east and west side.

Characteristics: A spreading, evergreen shrub that can reach 6’ high if left unpruned. Small, dense
leaves are a lustrous dark green and slightly convex. ‘Howard’ is a male holly cultivar that does not bear
fruit. Can be mistaken for boxwood.

Relevance: Replanted in the late 1990s.

Interesting Details: One way to differentiate Japanese holly from the very similar-looking boxwood is
that boxwood leaves are opposite and holly leaves are alternate —that is, boxwood leaves are arranged
opposite each other on the stem, but holly leaves are arranged alternately, or singly, at different heights
on the stem.

Japanese holly hedge surrounding the putting green

Alternate leaves of holly  Opposite leaves of boxwood Leaf detail

Back to Table of Contents
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5. Vanhoutte spirea
Spiraea x vanhouttei
Rosaceae

Location: A tall, deciduous shrub behind the Japanese holly hedge in the western bed about 1/3 of the

way in from the main putting green path. There is another in the eastern putting green bed and several
in the Lunar Lawn beds.

Characteristics: A twiggy shrub growing 6-8 with small, bluish-green, lobed leaves on arching branch-
es. Showy clusters of small white flowers develop in April and May.

Relevance: From Post’s tenure.

Interesting Details: Michael Dirr, a renowned horticulture professor at the University of Georgia, re-
counts a time he sprayed his vanhoutte spirea with herbicide that should have killed them. They weren’t
harmed in the least, which demonstrates the plant’s toughness.

Leaf and flower detail

Early spring viewed from the south patio Early leaf and flower buds

Back to Table of Contents
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6. Chinese fringe flower

Loropetalum chinense
Hamamelidaceae

Location: The large evergreen shrub west of the south putting green patio along the south putting
green path.

Characteristics: Typically, a large rounded shrub with small, oval shaped, evergreen leaves. Fragrant,
white, strap-shaped flowers appear in April. Brown bark exfoliates in long strips and is quite attractive.

Relevance: From Post’s tenure.

Interesting Details: Loropetalum chinense is related to witch hazel and both have similarly shaped
flowers. Please see the Four Seasons Overlook for more information on witch hazel.

Viewed from the south putting green path towards the south Leaf and seed capsule detail
patio
Leaf and flower Detail of the trunk
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7. Burkwood viburnum

Viburnum x burkwoodii
Caprifoliaceae

Location: A tall, semi-evergreen shrub west of the south patio. There are several others located along
the path from the motor court to the rose garden.

Characteristics: A shrub with multiple trunks and dense, finely-branched stems. The leaves are a lus-
trous dark green with a lighter gray-green underside, which turn burgundy in the fall. In early April, pink
buds open to white flower clusters with a spicy fragrance.

Relevance: From Post’s tenure.

Interesting Details: Thought of as one of the best viburnum for the Midwest and South, Viburnum x
burkwoodii tolerates heat: cold: and polluted environments, It was developed by Albert Burkwood and
Geoffrey Skipwith in 1924, both renowned English nurserymen.

Early April blooms viewed from the south patio toward the Flower detail
west side
New spring foliage Rosy pink flower buds
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8. Japanese snowball

Viburnum plicatum f. plicatum
Caprifoliaceae

Location: A tall, deciduous shrub west and east of the south patio, outside of the Japanese holly hedges.

Characteristics: Spreading, bushy shrub that develops pairs of elegant large, white, ball-shaped flower
clusters in May. Rough, dark-green leaves look slightly pleated, especially when new. Fall foliage is red-
dish-purple. Sometimes mistaken for hydrangea.

Relevance: From Post’s tenure.

Interesting Details: The f. in Viburnum plicatum f- plicatum stands for “form.” This is to differentiate it
from Viburnum plicatum f- tomentosum. the Doublefile Viburnum. Viburnum plicatum f- plicatum grows
upright with snowball-shaped flowers, whereas Viburnum plicatum f- tomentosum grows more horizon-
tally with flat topped, lacecap-like flowers. There are Viburnum plicatum f- tomentosum growing at the
west end of the visitor center. On another note, some have commented how appropriate it is to have
ball-shaped flowers- that echo golf balls— at the putting green, regardless of Post’s intent.

White flowering shrubs on both sides of the south patio Full bloom early May

Flower in bud with pleated leaf Flower detail Viburnum plicatum f. tomentosum
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9. Sargent crabapple

Malus sargentii
Rosaceae

Location: Small deciduous tree to the east of the south patio.

Characteristics: A densely branched tree with dark-green foliage. Red buds open to clusters of white,
five-petaled flowers in late spring. Develops small bright-red fruit in the fall that is appealing to birds.

Relevance: From Post’s tenure. Somewhat contorted by age.

Interesting Details: Crabapple and apple trees only differ by the size of their fruit. A crabapple tree has
fruit that is 2" in diameter or less (most modern cultivars are 0.25 - 0.75" in diameter). If the fruit is more
than 2" in diameter, it is defined as an apple tree.

Autumn view from the southern putting green path Fruit detail

Trunk and bark detail Spring flowering

Back to Table of Contents
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10. Hinoki falsecypress

Chamaecyparis obtusa ‘Nana Gracilis’

Cupressaceae

Location: A tall, pyramidal conifer east of the south patio behind the low Japanese holly hedges.
There is also one closer to the main walk and one in the bed on the west side.

Characteristics: Slow-growing conifer with almost fern-like foliage. The needles are dark-green
above, with silvery markings underneath. Reddish-brownish bark exfoliates in long vertical strips. Tiny
1/2" round cones appear in late summer.

Relevance: From Post’s tenure.

Interesting Details: Chamaecyparis obtusa is a native to Japan, Part of its common name: Hinoki:
means “fire tree” in Japanese because it was used to start fire with only friction. Historically, it has been
one of the most important species used in Japanese architecture, recovered from archeological sites da-
ting from the 700s.

Located behind Japanese holly hedge on the east side of the
putting green

Detail of exfoliating bark .
Detail of compressed (flat) needles
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11. Thunberg spirea
Spiraea thunbergii
Rosaceae

Location: Arching deciduous shrub behind the Japanese holly hedge bordering the east side of the put-
ting green, about halfway down.

Characteristics: Broad, arching, and very twiggy shrub with small, willow-like leaves of pale green. The
first species of spirea (and one of the first shrubs in general) to bloom in the spring. Its clusters of tiny,
white flowers cover the branches in March, before the leaves come out. Fall color is yellow-orange.

Relevance: Propagated from a plant from Post’s tenure.

Interesting Details: Native to Japan and China. It is named after Carl Peter Thunberg (1743-1828), a sur-
geon and Swedish plant explorer, who was the only European who visited and published his observa-
tions of the flora and fauna of Tokugawa, Japan in the 1700s.

Detail of leaf

Thunberg spirea with its white spring flowers, viewed from the western path to
the vista looking toward the putting green

Flower detail

Back to Table of Contents
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12. Littleleaf linden

Tilia cordata
Tiliaceae

Location: Medium-sized deciduous tree in the east bed, close to the main walk of the putting green.

Characteristics: Pyramidal-shaped tree which can grow to 70’. Dark-green leaves that are roughly
heart-shaped turn yellow in the fall. Dangling clusters of small, yellow, fragrant flowers appear in June.
Above each flower cluster is a narrow, curved leaf (called a bract), which is a slightly lighter green than
the leaves. It is a good ID characteristic for the tree long after the flowers fade.

Relevance: Replaces a linden from Post’s tenure.

Interesting Details: The littleleaf linden can be kept effectively as a shrub or topiary and such treatment
is popular in Europe.

View from the main walk View in winter looking toward the French parterre

Leaf and seed detail with light green bract Fall color showing the brown flower bract
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13. Heavenly bamboo

Nandina domestica

Berberidaceae

Location: Evergreen shrub on the northeast side of the main putting green. There is another on the oth-
er side of the path and several throughout Hillwood, notably in the Lunar Lawn beds and along the path

to the Four Seasons Overlook.

Characteristics: An upright multiple-stemmed shrub with compound leaves, each made up of several
small leaflets. Noted for striking berry clusters that turn bright-red in the fall and remain through the
winter. New leaves are purplish-red, becoming bluish-green in summer, then often taking a red tinge

in winter.

Relevance: From Post’s tenure

Interesting Details: Even though the common name is Heavenly Bamboo, it is not related to bamboo
at all but belongs to the barberry family (barberry is located at Hillwood by the stairs connecting the
administration building to the butler’s house). Nandina domesticaand bamboo only share similar char-
acteristics such as erect, cane-like stems and compound leaves.

Spring flowers

Spring with last year’s fruit still visible, seen from the
western armillary sphere looking toward the putting
green

Leaf detail Winter leaf color Fruit detail
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1. Variegated dahurian juniper

Juniperus chinensis ‘Expansa variegata’

(Formerly Juniperus davurica‘Expansa variegata’)

Cupressaceae

Location: The small needled evergreen with cream-colored tufts to the northwest of the main stairway
entrance.

Characteristics: A low, slow-growing conifer with sage-green needles randomly splashed with creamy-
white variegation. Branches are arranged in horizontal sprays.

Relevance: From Marjorie Merriweather Post's tenure.

Interesting Details: Sometimes people will look at this juniper and think the plant is unhealthy. The
white tufts are normal and a desired trait of the plant.

View showing location near entrance to the garden

Closer view of variegation over the plant Detail of variegation
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2. Dwarf Alberta spruce

Picea glauca ‘Conica’
Pinaceae

Location: A tall needled evergreen just west of the main stairway entrance. Other smaller dwarf Alberta
spruces are found flanking the bridge closest to the gate in this garden and also in the motor court.

Characteristics: A conifer with a conical, symmetrical shape and short, light-green needles densely ar-
ranged around the stem. It is known as a dwarf cultivar because it is smaller than the species and very
slow-growing (2 to 4 inches a year).

Relevance: One of the plants that remained undisturbed during the extensive renovation of this garden
in 2001. This plant is from Post’s tenure.

Interesting Details: It has taken over fifty years for this particular plant to reach its current 12’ height.

Dwarf Alberta spruce were discovered in Alberta, Canada by |.G. Jack and Alfred Rehder, important
plantsmen from the Arnold Arboretum of Harvard University.

Detail of the whorled needles on the stem

The evergreen center left in the photo viewed from the second Two more plants near the bridge closest to the gate
landing toward the top of the garden
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3. Dwarf Japanese cedar

Cryptomeria japonica ‘Osaka Tama’
Taxodiaceae

Location: A tear-drop shaped evergreen on <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>