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i Jacques is a consultant on historic landscapes, parks
and gardens based in London, England. Until 1993 he served
as Head of Historic Parks and Gardens for English Heritage.

(Friedman—continued from page 6)

educators and interpreters in museums and historic
sites learn about the past from period documents and
artifacts. These should be our guides, not twentieth-
century notions of what our site should have looked
like or what we think 20th-century visitors would like
to see.

It is not that historic sites have purposely avoided
interpreting their landscapes; it is simply that they have
been unaware of them. A long tradition has so empha-
sized the house and its contents that the wonderful
messages in the grounds and landscapes have
remained hidden. We can hope that attempts to raise
the awareness of educators, curators, and visitors will
lead to a holistic approach, the interpretation of the
entire site.

Renee Friedman was formerly the director of interpretation
and education at Historic Hudson Valley. She currently
serves as training project coordinator for the National Trust
for Historic Preservation. This article was reprinted from the
July-August 1988 issue of History News.



